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Tales from the Mercury small ads
vhs tapes. They’re a bit like the Sony
Walkman, the Atari 400 and the once-
trusty Betamax. Obsolete. On the
scrapheap of modern technology.
Yesterday’s news.

If you were looking for a neat
example of how the slimline DVD has
trumped its chunkier ancestor, click on
Amazon and you’ll find 555,732 DVDs
for sale. Input “VHS cassette’’, and
there are just 131.

And, should you want half that
number in a hurry, there’s Liz in
Leicester’s Mowmacre Hill.

She has 71 VHS films and

programmes up for grabs for £35. And
the reason for the sale?

“I don’t use VHS any more. I don’t
think a lot of people do,” she shrugs.

It’s a mixed bag, the collection.
Mostly action films and children’s
favourites. The likes of Steven Seagal
and Bruce Willis sit awkwardly along-
side Pingu and Power Rangers. There’s

even a Laurel and Hardy set in there.
The one that Liz is reluctant to sell is an
early ’90s American cartoon called
Dinosaurs. It was about a family of
dinosaurs who had all mod cons. The
only humans in the series were
cavemen, who were looked on as wild
animals and pets. It’s how the
Flintstones might have been had it
been reimagined through the eyes of
Dino.

“My lad used to love it when he was
little,” she reminisces. “There’s a baby
in it that says, ‘Not the mama, not the
mama, not the mama’.”

A letter
to Fred
dear Fred Leicester
i have been thinking about your
article regarding Clarissa Dickson
Wright and finding myself completely
bemused by the fact that a highly-
intelligent, highly-educated woman
should react in such an immature
way when lost in Leicester.

Speaking as a moderately well-
educated senior citizen, who has lived
in Leicester for the past six years, I
must say I have been treated with the
utmost courtesy and kindness when-
ever I have needed help in the area.

On two occasions, Asian men I
approached got into their own vehicles
and drove in front of me until I reached
a familiar landmark. The police in a
patrol car did that once, too. Didn’t
Clarissa think of asking for directions?

Maybe she thought no-one spoke
English or that she would be sold as a
slave! Come on, Clarissa, have you nev-
er learned that if you approach people
honestly they usually respond in the
same way? That doesn’t mean to say
that one should be reckless, but surely
your time as a barrister should have
enabled you to make a sensible
appraisal of the situation and not revert
to the child inside, and certainly not to
put your own insecurities into print.
■ P.S. I’m quite good at finding my way
around in the area now!
Bernice Reynolds, Glenfield
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The week
in tweets

Nigella Lawson
@Nigella_Lawson:
Sensational signing in

Leicester Waterstones

Kelly Dudley @purplekelly:
Had a quick scroll through
@DavesLeicsFest brochure &

have noted 40 shows I would like to
see. #bestwhittlethemdown
#lackoffundsandtime

Megan Tarbox
@MeganRoseTarbox Had
to perform CPR on a dummy

wearing a Cov shirt tonight! #scum felt
like a traitor haha #lcfc

Nathan Human
@NathanHuman: Glad I’m not
in St Asaph. Such an awful

thing to arrive on doorstep. As well as
David Cameron, they have floods

Libby @Libbehbeth: According
to popular rumour, there are
farmyard animals on the #M1

tonight. Only in #Leicestershire

Dan Yul Jon Fisha
@BUKofDANyul: Loads of
animals on the M1. Probably

on their way to Noah’s ark 2by2

Adam Longley @adamlongley:
Dear clients. Please don’t put
receipts for “sex toys” in your

books. It isnt tax-deductable.

Kate Diamond @katediamond:
The nice neighbours across the
road just got a for sale board.

That’s a shame. I cannot wait to get a
look inside their house on Rightmove.

I
remember being a child and
going Christmas shopping. I’m
from Liverpool originally and
we’d go into Liverpool on the
train. Through the tunnel, then

up on the other side and into a massive
shopping centre full of people. At that
age, you come up to bottom height on
most grown-ups. It’s not the best.
Christmas shopping for children is not
as much fun as you'd like to think.

The idea to do the Christmas fairy
popped into my head in early October.
Then I shared the idea with a few
parents and a few people I know and
some were saying, “Can I bring them
every week?’’

parents, and the children enjoy it, then
the Christmas fairy works to everyone’s
advantage. It’s sort of apt if you think
about it. The truth is, children haven’t
got the same enthusiasm for shopping.
If I’d had the option as a child, I would
have begged to go dancing instead.
Then again, I have been dancing since I
was three.

I enjoy teaching dance to children.
Children are more free with their
movements. They’re less concerned
with what they look like. Or what
people think. And that’s the thing for
me, dancing should be fun. Yes, it’s a
skill, an art form but, ultimately, it
should be fun.

The first time we did it was the
Saturday before last. How did it go?
They loved it. They loved it. They were
amazed at how quickly the time flew. At
the end, we had one more practice
because we wanted to show the parents
what we’d done. The Christmas fairy is
for primary school children, aged four
to 11. Any younger than that and the
children wouldn’t want to be left. Any
older and they wouldn’t think it’s cool.

The music is important. We have
Pingu, the theme song. I love Pingu.
There’s Gangnam Style, that’s very
popular. There’s Robbie Williams’ latest
one, Candy. The chorus is quite
bouncy. I will use Christmas music, the

older stuff. Ella Fitzgerald. Rocking
Around The Christmas Tree. Jingle Bell
Rock. When Santa Got Stuck Up The
Chimney. The good stuff.

The Christmas fairy gets more
Christmasy as Christmas approaches.
You don’t want to do it all in one go. I
started off wearing glittery gold star
deely boppers last week. Last weekend,
I added a white tutu. Eventually, I’ll add
tinsel and a wand – a good fairy always
has to have a wand, doesn’t she?

What does the husband think of the
Christmas fairy? I think he thinks I’m
slightly crazy, but he sees how much I
love doing it and I come home and I’m
talking about it.

What will I be doing at 2.30pm on
December 22, when it’s all over? I
haven’t really thought far ahead.

Perhaps I’ll be having a mince pie
and a hot chocolate, with perhaps a
little something extra in it.

My Christmas shopping? It’s not even
nearly done. Actually, I might get a little
bit of Christmas shopping in myself this
Saturday, once the dancing’s over.

On Sunday, we’ll try to have a lie in
and a lazyish morning at home. Then,
we’ll probably go for a walk in the
afternoon, out in the countryside to
add to the photo collection.

www.abdance.co.uk abdance@ntlworld.co.uk
w w w.dancefitstudio.co.uk

Liz would like to find the series on
DVD, but she’s looked and looked and
to no avail – she can only find the
region 1 DVD, which won’t play on UK
DVD players. That was never a problem
with universal VHS cassettes.

Still, the issue with VHS v DVD comes
down to one of storage. For Liz, 71
videos take up a lot of space.

It’s a situation common to many
charity shops the length and breadth of
the British Isles. Many can no longer
cope with the latest delivery of Friends
and Buffy the Vampire Slayer box sets.
●M:

Lost words of
Leicestershire
stultitious, adj. sulky;
or ill-tempered.
From the Dictionary of Obsolete and
Provincial English, Thomas Wright, 1857

My husband
thinks I’m
crazy, but he
sees how
much I love
doing this

Alison Bacon is the
Christmas shopping
fairy every Saturday
until Christmas, at the
Dance Fit Studio, High
Street, Leicester

WAND-ERFUL TIME OF YEAR:
Christmas Fairy Alison Bacon
takes the chance to put her feet up

I started leafleting in Leicester,
around St Martin’s, and got a really
encouraging and positive response.

If what I’m doing encourages more
people to go shopping in The Lanes, in
St Martin’s, at Highcross, and it helps
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